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PilotSays
Light

Was Venus
PO R. A. Baddams,

RAAF,who flew to
Port Pirieto investi

lightsin the sky, reported

that he believedthe object

seen the planetVenus.

The presidentof the SA
AstronomicalSociety (Pro
fessorL. G. H. Huxley)said
that Baddams'sopinion
confirmed his own belief.

'If a planetis nearthe
horizon,especiallyover
hot land, atmosphericre
fraction can make it ap
pear to jump aboutap
preciably,includinglat
eral movement,' Professor

Huxley added.
A planetcouldappearto

be keepinga parallelmove
ment with a car.

ConstableE. W. A. Philp,

who with Constable J. H.
Sykesand Mr. A. L. Mc
Hugh, had observedand
measuredby compassthe
movementof a strange
light in the

south-western

sky from Port Pirie,said
yesterdayhe was not con
vincedthe lightwas Venus.

A sky object,with red,
greenand ? orangelights

flashingsimultaneouslywas
seenby fourpeoplefor
more than 30 minutes while

drivingfrom VictorHarbor
to Strathalbynlast night.
Mr. W. D. Rainesrang

from Strathlabynshortly
afterthe party's arrivaland
said the objectwas visible

throughoutthe journey.
He addedthat it re

mainedin sighttoo long
and travelledtoo slowlyto
be an

aircraft.


